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President’s Report 
 

I returned a$er three weeks rolling in the 4 to 6 metre swells of the Southern Oceans admiring the majes�c 

Albatrosses gliding across the seas.  

 

When I finally convinced my work laptop to let me back into the system, I found many emails from the 

Friends of Braeside Park Commi/ee. I ploughed through them all and thought what a hard-working 

dedicated bunch of volunteers.  

 

There was Margaret Hunter, Secretary, comple�ng a grant for a banner and looking at another to secure 

funding for the eBook history of the volunteers. She is also busy se4ng up the Nocturnal Night Walks, which 

begin in April. Frank had go/en (love that American word) the Clean Up Australia day organised so it was a 

success on March 1. David completed and emailed out the January/February newsle/er so that members 

had the opportunity to a/end Clean Up Australia. The newsle/er has really stepped up since David became 

Editor – mainly because of his great photographs! The other David emailed some cu4ng from the local 

papers, in case I did not receive a copy. Rosemaree sent feedback on the Birdlife surveys of the Park that she 

a/ends.  

 

As President of the Friends of Braeside Park, it a privilege to work with such volunteers.   

Parks Victoria is fortunate to have such volunteers looking out for Braeside Park. 

 

It is amazing the difference a shower or two makes to the Park. I le$ the Park looking quite brown and 

returned to lush green grass and running creeks and the sound of Striped and Spo/ed Marsh frogs and 

Pobblebonks. There are creamy flowers on the eucalyptus and I even saw some bu/erflies, first for this 

summer. 

 

Margaret and I met to complete Waterwatch tests a few Saturdays ago before the social isola�ng restric�ons 

began and from the wetlands, we counted in 10 minutes, 20 trucks moving earth on the Mordialloc Freeway 

site. There was a red cloud hovering along their path to Governor Road. The turbidity of Wetlands has risen 

to around 30-40 since the construc�on began. We will con�nue to monitor and report the water quality 

during the construc�on phase. 

 

Since the social isola�on restric�ons began, Braeside Park is alive with the sounds of families, riding, walking 

and running – all applying the recommended social distancing measures of course. In fact, the Park has never 

been so busy with many visitors discovering the beauty of Braeside Park for the first �me. The other sound is 

construc�on of the Freeway. Obviously, Premier Dan Andrews and the very powerful Construc�on Union 

decided this is an essen�al business and of course, all social isola�on rules strictly enforced!  

 

Parks Victoria emailed Bev, the Friends’ of Braeside Park’s Propaga�on Manager, permi4ng her and a 

volunteer to check the Nursery a few �mes each week so that the plants survive and the rabbits and rats do 

not en�rely take over the Nursery. 

 

The Commi/ee has moved to holding Zoom mee�ngs and communica�ng even more by emails.  

Judith Sise 
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Park Ac�vi�es  
 

Clean Up Australia Day @ Braeside Park 2020  

We met at around 10am at the Visitor’s Centre on Sunday March 

1
st

. Around 90 volunteers mostly from Kingswood Primary School 

families and 6 of their teaching staff and as well as some local 

residents and some of the team from “Unicharm”. Volunteers had to sign in and were given an OHS brief. 

Gloves, Rubbish Bags and pick up s�cks were available and then groups were then assigned designated areas 

to look a$er. Most groups were asked to look a$er a car park area and then an area along the fence line of 

Lower Dandenong Road. There was quite a significant amount of rubbish collected during the 2 hour clean 

up. Most was found along the fence line which seems to be blown in from the road or dumped in the Park 

due to the high cost of �ps. Disappoin�ngly there was a lot of empty cans and bo/les as well as fast food 

containers and the usual napkins and �ssues. There were some unusual items such as underpants, and a lot 

of large cardboard boxes and Styrofoam. The event was completed by a morning tea consis�ng of tea, 

coffee, cordial, biscuits, cupcakes and some fresh fruit for the kids. 

Overall a very successful day with the Park now looking beau�ful and clean and there were lots of people 

using the Park to ride, walk, run and play later that a$ernoon on a perfect Autumn day. Life can’t get any 

be/er, as long as everyone con�nues to take home their rubbish, otherwise all our hard work will be 

undone.  A big thank you to my wonderful helpers David Boldiston and his trailer and Helen Russo who 

helped everyone sign in and out and then later made sure everyone had a drink and something to eat. A big 

thanks to Ma/hew Chester whom organised for all our rubbish to go into the skip at “Unicharms” facility 

near Moorabbin Airport as the Park skip was overloaded. 

Frank Russo 
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Park Ac�vi�es  
 

Friends of Braeside park night walk program 2020 (Currently on hold) 
 

The fabulous night walks will not be running at this stage for April or May. Hopefully the Covid-19 Pandemic 

restric�ons will be eased for la/er this year and we will be able to resume these. 

When bookings again become open, please use the following methods – text or call  0417 323 460  OR  

Preferred method of email booking with booking confirma�on and phone contact required to 

braesideparkfriends@gmail.com.   
 

Once the walks return, you will need warm clothing, sturdy footwear, and torches covered if white with red 

cellophane rather than white, the Friends have infrared torches for animal spo4ng. 

We will be depar�ng from the visitor centre car park at 7.00 pm sharp, with a minimum age requirement of 

7, and no pushers/prams on the walks due to uneven terrain and safety reasons.  We also ask that you arrive 

at 6.45 pm to depart at 7.00 pm so that we can sign everyone in and advise the group of the safety 

procedures.  If you need to cancel please do so as early as possible preferably more than 24 hours before so 

that we can fill your spot on the walk.  I always have a wai�ng list and this walk is in the school holidays. 

We will be walking for approximately 1 to 1 and a half hours, with walkers signing in and out and staying with 

the group at all �mes,  if you need to leave early you will have to have a friends guide accompanying you for 

safety reasons according to Parks Victoria procedures/ o h @ s requirements. 

If you have any ques�ons about this please contact us on the informa�on given above.  We request a gold 

coin dona�on that goes towards the ac�vi�es of the Friends of Braeside Park 
 

Co – Ordinator  Margaret Hunter   Secretary  Friends of Braeside Park 

Email address:   braesideparkfriends@gmail.com 

Mobile phone contact:  0417 323 460 

Planned dates  1
st

 Friday of the month except April 

17 April  (Cancelled) 

1 May  (Cancelled) 

5 June (Pending) 

3 July 

7 August 

4 September 

Margaret Hunter 

The Friends of Braeside ac�vity program  2020  informa�on 
The Friends of Braeside Park run an annual ac�vity program which is adver�sed throughout the park on the 

no�ce boards and on our facebook page and website.  This document does change some�mes on a monthly 

basis so please contact the Friends secretary, Margaret Hunter on braesideparkfriends@gmail or text/phone 

to 0417 323 460  if you are interested in a par�cular ac�vity. 

Some ac�vi�es are run on a individual basis for small groups while others are family based  eg tree plan�ng, 

night walks, and clean up Australia and others.  Others including water watch require specialized training in 

sampling techniques from Melbourne Water and are best done in small groups  We can run specific ac�vi�es 

for groups and special night walks as an example, but require no�ce and numbers confirma�on on the 

contact details above.  This is also dependent on the availability of volunteers to deliver this 

We appreciate contribu�ons to our newsle/er from group par�cipants on our ac�vi�es as it is a good way to 

support the work of the friends and write your own report on the tree plan�ng you a/ended or the spring 

walk as was the case in 2019.  Please send contribu�ons to braesideparkfriends@gmail.com 
 

Margaret Hunter 
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Park Ac�vi�es (cont.) 
 

From the Secretary  
 

With the suspension of Friends ac�vi�es un�l later in 2020, the Friends con�nue to maintain their 

involvement and interest in Braeside Park and its environment.  There has been many visitors to the park 

with the government regula�ons enjoying the great outdoors which is pleasing to see. 

The Friends group con�nues to operate online with several ac�ve projects for which we will require ongoing 

volunteers from the community with the main ac�vity being the Friends History Project.  Some of you will 

remember that the Friends group is one of the earliest friends groups in Victoria and was formed soon a$er 

the establishment of Braeside Metropolitan Park by the MMBW in April 1989.  We are in our 31
st

 year of 

opera�on and have a rich history of involvement and passion for Braeside Park including promo�on and 

opening up the park to interested community members.  I have been involved with the Park Friends group 

since 2002, and Braeside Park is an essen�al part of my life now. 

What many people are unaware of are important historical facts about the environment – the loca�on of the 

Park at the northern end of the Carrum Carrum Swamp, once over 4,000 hectares wide and surveyed by 

Rawlinson in 1868.  This was one of the important wetlands in the south east of Melbourne and led to the 

development of the piers around the bay as the swamp was impassable un�l it was drained around 1870.  

The Pa/erson River cut was opened in the dunes in 1879 so that the swamp could be be/er drained, with 

the only other openings being the Mordialloc Creek and the Kananook Creek.  This was complimented by the 

similar Koo Wee Rup swamps and that of Albert Park Lake.  The wetlands at Braeside Park were built by the 

MMBW staff (Parks Victoria came later) in 1984 and are a haven for many species of birds which can be 

viewed from the viewing plaQorm and the birdhide.  A look at the Friends facebook page will illustrate the 

wide and varied species at this area, of great significance to the local area.   

Margaret Hunter 

Then and Now  Mordialloc Freeway   
The Mordialloc Freeway work is con�nuing with drainage works on Lower Dandenong Road recently, and an 

expected comple�on date in 2021.  The Friends group are monitoring the impact of the project on the park 

with great interest.  This archival photo from 1955 might be of interest to some readers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Hunter 

Aerial Photo of Braeside Treatment Plant 
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Autumn 

The last few weeks have brought a healthy amount of rain to the park. This has produced some of the lushest 

vegeta�on that I can remember, with all the ponds showing a significant amount of water. Birdlife is thriving 

(despite the noise from the Mordialloc Freeway construc�on ).  

Baby Coots can be observed in some of the 

ponds (carefully shielded by protec�ve 

parents) and the young Black Swans are now 

beau�ful and black.  

During the last month I have been fortunate to 

observe the wonderfully rebellious young 

Darters argue about food, placing, perching 

rights and finally some have started 

flying away. I think that the 

Cormorants are quite happy about 

the last bit. Now they can have all 

the best branches to sun in. 

There has been an explosion of fungi 

all over the park.   

 

 

 

David MacLean 

David MacLean 

David MacLean 

Des Lucas 

Rosemaree MacLean Heather Markland 
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Autumn (cont.) 

 

We were very lucky to get the following pictures of the wetlands illustra�ng the beau�ful light both in the 

morning and in the a$ernoon. 

 

In this edi�on I have 

included some excellent 

photos from our Friends of 

Braeside Park Facebook 

page. The quality of the 

photos never ceases to  

inspire me. Thank you to all 

of you for taking the �me 

to take the pictures and 

sharing them with the rest 

of us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David MacLean 

Des Lucas 

Des Lucas 

Des Lucas 

Joe Pollock 
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Residents 

 
 

 

David MacLean 

David MacLean 

David MacLean 

David MacLean 

Danny Fog 

Danny Fog 

Danny Fog 

Lucy Farmer 
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Friends of Braeside Park Inc.  

 
President:    Judith Sise   

Secretary:    Margaret Hunter  

Assistant Secretary:  Rosemaree MacLean   

Treasurer:    Helen Russo  

Newsle/er Editor:  David MacLean   

Webmaster:   Frank Russo  

Publicity Officer:   Vacant 

 

Postal Address:   PO Box 608 Braeside, Vic. 3195    

Phone:    0417 323 460     

Email:     braesideparkfriends@gmail.com     

Web:     www.braesideparkfriends.org.au  

ACN:     A 002 4027 B 

            

Join us on Facebook  h/ps://www.facebook.com/groups/327955807288240/# 

 

Newsle/er Contribu�ons 
 

Thank you to Judith Sise, Frank Russo, Margaret Hunter, David MacLean, Friends of Braeside Park Facebook 

Photos & Park Staff for contribu�ons to this edi�on. 

 

If you have an item to share in future edi�ons or have any feedback  

in rela�on to the newsle/er, please contact the editor at  

braesideparkfriends@gmail.com 

 

Friends of Braeside Park—Ac�vity Calendar  
 

All volunteer ac�vity is currently on hold �ll further no�ce. 

The Visitors centre, the toilets, water fountains, benches,  picnic tables and bird hide are all closed 

due to the Covid-19 Pandemic Isola�on rules.  The Park remains open for exercise only. 


